
Preserving Beauty  
 
Wakulla Springs State Park now is 
responsible for PROTECTING OVER 
6,000 ACRES NORTH AND NORTHWEST OF 
THE MAIN SPRING. Immediately west of 
the park is a large tract of land with a 
number of small sinkholes and one 
very large one called CHEROKEE SINK. 
Park staff is working diligently to 
restore CHEROKEE SINK and its 
surrounding lands.  

 

Cherokee Sink’s limestone walls are 
protected with new BOARDWALK 
STAIRCASES AND A NEW DIVING 
PLATFORM WHERE - JUMPERS CAN 
SAFELY JUMP INTO THE COOL WATERS.  
 

We invite you to become a 
“Friend” to help ensure Wakulla 
Springs and its surrounding lands 

stay a place of pristine beauty 
forever. 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON BECOMING A FRIEND 
PLEASE CALL 850-926-0700 

When you become a member of 
FRIENDS OF WAKULLA SPRINGS 
STATE PARK, INC., you are joining a 
tax-exempt citizens support 
organization that started in 1996.   
 

We have several member-only 
events each year, but you may 
want to participate as a volunteer 
at the park any time. Your 
membership helps us with 
matching funding for future 
grants.   

Your continued involvement is 
particularly critical during the 
coming years of increased 
population growth in our region.  

 
We welcome your energy and your 

creativity and hope you will join 
Friends of Wakulla Springs! 

THE FRIENDS “TO DO” LIST 
The TOUR BOATS 
are antiques as 
well; some will 
be repainted 
with funding 
provided by the 
Friends and 
donations.   
NEW ELECTRIC 
MOTORS will be 
installed on one 

of the boats with the FSU-CENTER FOR 
ADVANCED POWER SYSTEMS providing 
engineering support. The new 
propulsion system will provide a 
pollution free quiet tour of the river.  
We plan to get all the riverboats 
converted to electric motors and 
solar charging systems. 
 

Sinkholes on new tracts of land might 
become new avenues for future 
explorers once trails are established.  
We provide educational material to 
schools and educational opportunities 
at the water lab to further the 
understanding of what is affecting the 
water quality. 
 

We Need YOUR Input 
Every member is a vital part of our 
ongoing outreach. We encourage you to 
take the new opportunities for public 
outreach described in this publication to 
talk to your neighborhoods, particularly to 
those north of the Wakulla county line.  

FRIENDS OF 

WAKULLA 

SPRINGS  
STATE 

PARK 

 
Future  So lu t ions  Now 

 

 
Friends of Wakulla Springs 

550 Wakulla Park Drive 
Wakulla Springs, Florida 32327 
http://www.wakullasprings.org/ 

Phone: 850-926-0700 
Park Manager: Brian Fugate 



 
Friends of Wakulla Springs 
State Park dedicates itself to 
supporting the stewardship of natural 
and cultural resources through various 
means. Our aspiration is to interact 
with park management for the better 
understanding of the park’s role; to 
prevent any degradation to park 
resources; and to advocate on behalf 
of the park through public education 
and outreach. 
 

Friends Accomplishments 
One of the first items that needed 
immediate attention was the 
stabilization of the buildings 
constructed in 1937. Built by private 
philanthropist Edward Ball, the 
Mediterranean-style lodge’s interior 
and exterior were upgraded through a 
combined effort of state and private 
funding.  Following an asbestos-
abatement program, the Florida Park 
Service renovated the kitchen facilities 
and rooms, with a new stove from the 
friends.  
 

The LODGE GOT A FACE LIFT: the 
blinding white exterior paint was 
painstakingly removed down to the 
original walls. There was the original 
color, sandy beige. The new look now 
resembles what the lodge might have 
been like in 1937 when it opened to 
the public. The Friends added funding 
obtained through matching grants 
from the State of Florida, Bureau of 
Historic Preservation, to replace the 
tiled roof of the lodge, the utility 
building and the waterfront building...  

The eclectic decorated ceiling in the 
lobby WAS professionally conserved 
and cleaned. 

 

The WATERFRONT AREA is the starting 
point for thousands of tourists who 
take an interpretive boat tour down the 
river. We replaced a chain link fence 
that encloses the boating area and 
gutted and remodeled the interior of 
the ticket office. The waiting area now 
provides historic and cultural 
interpretation dating back to the 
earliest known inhabitants 12,000 
years ago.  Many hours went into 

organizing special events to raise 
matching funds to enable us to obtain 
these grants. And more is always 
needed.   
 

As the park’s original area grew from 
2,880 acres to over 6,000 acres, we 
look forward to providing access to 
and over one of the smaller springs.  
Visitors will be able to hike through a 
series of different natural habitats by 
following the SALLY WARD TRAIL to the 
new footbridge, which will connect to 
the McBride Slough Trail on the 
northern side of the Wakulla River; a 
grant obtained through the state’s 
GREENWAYS AND TRAILS PROGRAM will 
make this possible.   

F r i e n d s  o f  W a k u l l a  S p r i n g s  
S t a t e  Pa r k ,  I n c . ,  

MEMBERSHIP  FORM 
(Please print) 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zip 

Phone: 

Email: 

� Membership check enclosed 
�  Students     $    15 
� Individuals   $    20 
� Families       $    25 

Good Friend   $     50 

Best Friend  $   100 

Business Friend $    250 

Lifetime Friend $1,000 or more 

Please note any skills or talents you may have 
and/or ways that you would like to volunteer: 
 
 
 
 
Please fill out form, enclose membership check-mail to: 

Friends of Wakulla Springs 
550 Wakulla Park Drive 

Wakulla Springs, Florida 32327 
http://www.wakullasprings.org/ 

Phone: 850-926-0700 


